SCHEDULE OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY & REPORTING METHODS LECTURE TOPICS  MASTER WITHOUT THESIS 
	WEEKS


	LECTURE TOPICS
	ASSIGNMENTS 

(explanations and due dates are below)

	1st week  

26 Sept.
	Introduction: 

- the objective of the course

- science and common sense

- hallmarks of scientific research

-choosing a research topic  
	GRADING
Assignments and Cases………..  40%

Final Exam……………………………….  30%

Research Proposal………………….. 30%



	2nd  week
10 Oct. 

  
	Literature survey: Problem definition:

Extracting some business and managerial problems

Examples of well defined problems

	A (1)  Article Review  Assignment 
Discussion of the reviews in class

Presentations of the reviewed articles by randomly selected students (pls. Bring your HWs by USB flash drives or send by e-mail before the lecture) 

	3rd  week 

17 Oct

 
	Writing up the literature review
Report writing and presentation
	A (2)  Search for report writing and presentation and prepare a scientific report outline format  
Presentation of outline format by randomly selected students  

	4th  week 

24 Oct.
	Theoretical framework:

Variables  

Formulation  of hypothesis   
	A (3)  Solve the questions of chapter 3  from Uma Sekaran  Group HW
Presentations of solutions by groups

	5th  week

31 Oct.   
	Hypothesis Statements;  

Null & Alternative hypothesis

Directional & Nondirectional Hypothesis

Statistical significance  
	CA (1)
Case Analysis 

Group presentations   


	6th  week

7 Nov.  
	Research Design I

Research types: Exploratory, Survey, Experimental  
	CA (2)

Case Analysis 

Group presentations 

	7th  week 

14 Nov.
	Research Design  II

Measurement, operational definition

Validity and reliability
	CA (3)

Case Analysis 

Group presentations 

	8th week  

21 Nov.
	Research Design III

Data sources; Primary & Secondary

Data collection methods; Interview, Observation,  Questionnaire design
	CA (4)

Case Analysis 

Group presentations 



	9th  week

28Nov.    
	Overview of Univariate, bivariate, multivariate analysis. Choosing appropriate statistical analysis method for testing hypothesis
	CA (5)

Case Analysis 

Group presentations 



	10thweek

5Dec.  
	Data Analysis Applications 
	 Computer Lab

	11thweek  

12 Dec.
	Literature Review & Problem Definition  
Theoretical Framework, Model of the Research and Hypothesis
	A (4)  A (5)  Research Proposal Presentations of groups (I)

	12thweek

19 Dec. 
	Literature Review & Problem Definition  

Theoretical Framework, Model of the Research and Hypothesis
	A (4)  A (5)  Research Proposal Presentations of groups (II)

	 13thweek

26 Dec.
	Research Design I
	A (6)  A (7)  Research Proposal Presentations of groups (I)

	14thweek

9 Jan.
	Research Design II
	A (6)  A (7)  Research Proposal Presentations of groups (II)

	15th week

16 Jan.
	FINAL EXAM
	Research Project PROPOSAL  Submission


Explanations of Assignments

A (1) : Article Review Assignment: Student will do this HW by themselves (not with their groups)
Find an  article from a journal about a subject that you are interested in which is related with management and organization, human resources management, strategic management, etc.  

The articles should include a literature review, research methodology and conclusion sections so that you can comment on 

· the literature review and 

· evaluate the research design 

on the basis of the following 10 questions below.

Please attach a copy of the article to your report.

1. What was the  purpose of the literature review in this particular article? Was it useful to your understanding of the entire article?

2. How many sources did the author use? How long was the literature review? Do you think that the sources used are comprehensive enough to understand the theoretical framework of the article? (i.e. Do you think that it informs you about the background information of the study?

3. Do you think that literature review relates to the author’s thesis. Does it drive you to the research topic?

In the research design:

4. What is the research problem investigated in this article? How the problem is formulated? Comment on whether it is brief, precise and scientific problem statement?

5. Which sampling method and data collection methods are used? 

6. Which hypothesis is (are) tested, 

7. Which statistical analysis method is used to analyse the data

8. How the research results (results of the statistical analysis) and findings are presented. (through tables, figures, discussions)

9. Is the conclusion and discussion or interpretation made by the author in accordance with the research results (findings)?  

10. Did  the author make any recommendation like further researches to be conducted or recommendations to academic, research  and business world?

A (2)  Search for report writing and presentation and prepare a scientific report outline format. Briefly explain each heading by few statements. (two to three  statements of your own) Students will do this HW by themselves.  
A (3)  Solve the questions of chapter 3  from Uma Sekaran  Group HW
Presentations of solutions by groups. This is your first group HW. You should have formed groups of at most three students
Group Works

Groups will perform basically two types of HWs in addition to the third assignment. CA (1) to CA (5) will be as in the form of brief and short ppt presentations composed of at most 5 slides. Case analysis will cover the lecture topics discussed up to that week. 
Second type of the HWs performed by the groups will be the research proposal in which the groups will plan their own researches and should hand over progress reports. Groups should make short presentations at each week to show their progress about the research project.   The steps given below should be accomplished to produce a successful research proposal and 
A (4): Problem definition and identification of variables of your research proposal

1-Your problem area

2-Some basic research articles about this problem. You should have evaluated these articles thoroughly and be able to say something about the methodology used.

3- How do you plan to collect data. What will be your unit of analysis

A (5): Possible hypothesis that you intend to test related with your research problem. Hypothesis can be formulated in any format you like to state. Like, if-then statement. Statement of a relationship, statement of a difference. They may be directional or nondirectional hypothesis. Operational definition of variables, Determination & development of data collection method. 
A (6): On the basis of the purpose of the research and research problem, type of the research you intend to conduct and the reason of  your choice should be explained.
If you need a questionnaire for collecting data, prepare a questionnaire related with your research problem.  

 A (7): Proposal outline draft. This is to get prepared for the final proposal.  The main headings of the proposal outline is required. 

